
School Waste Reduction Lessons
 

Something From Nothing —
Kindergarten
Students learn a new and exciting way to limit the amount of 
waste they produce: they can reuse it for something completely 
different! 

Don’t Waste Lunch Grades 1-2
Students learn that 
lunchrooms generate a lot 
of waste - they’ll look at 
lunches that produce a lot 
of waste and lunches that 
produce no waste, while 
thinking about the 5-R’s.

Wonderful Worms  
Grades 1-2
Students learn that food scraps could 
be put to better use. They’ll explore two 
systems of food-waste management—a 
linear one that sends waste to the landfill 
and a circular one that cycles food waste 
back to the farm via composting. 

Eco 101 -The 5 R’s Grades 3-4
Students explore the 5Rs: 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rot, 
and Reflect. “Rot” teaches the 
importance of composting, 
while “reflect” teaches them 
how to be aware of and 
question their personal 
behaviors. 

Waste Innovations 5-6
Students learn about innovations in waste 
management from communities around the 
world. Then they work in teams to solve waste 
management issues specific to our community.

Zero Waste Campaign 7-8
Students examine how traditional thinking 
around waste management has created a global 
waste management crisis. Then they learn a new 
way of thinking—a zero waste philosophy that 
offers hope for the future.

Contact BRING, Emily Shelton, 
Director of Education & Outreach
emilys@bringrecycling.org   
(541) 746- 3023 x 315   

Little Landfill Grades 3-4 
Students learn that waste does not just go away 
after it’s thrown in a trash can—it ends up in a 
landfill or it is burned. Student explore which kind 
of waste lasts longer in a landfill—organic waste 
or inorganic waste?

Lane County in partnership with BRING offers free classroom presentations and curriculum resources for your 
school’s waste reduction and recycling programs.

ECORISE Sustainable Intelligence lessons are aligned to Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS) And Common Core StateStandards (CCSS). Lane County is pleased to offer EcoRise 
sustainability curricula for elementary, middle and high school teachers. Subscriptions are free and 
first come first serve. 

ECORISE lessons are available in both English and Spanish and include presentations, student 
worksheets, assessment rubrics, cultural adaptation suggestions, technology integration, 
opportunities for differentiation, and community connections and service ideas.

40 Percent of food in the United States goes uneaten. 


